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A Note from the 
Executive Director 

 

 
Greetings to All,  
 

The right to education for women and girls

As 2023 begins, schools and colleges around the world are welcoming pupils and
students back to their classrooms and lecture halls for the new term. Sadly, this is
not happening everywhere, and there are still many places where women and girls
are not able to return to their studies. 

At the end of 2022, we heard that the Taliban had
suspended access to universities for women and girls.
This denial of education violates equal rights and has a
devastating impact on the lives of these women and
girls, denying them the opportunity to break the cycle
of poverty and improve the quality of their lives. 

This followed on from 2021, when they restricted many
of the other rights of women and girls, including preventing girls over the age of 12
from going to school. This will leave millions of young girls behind, as education
has been demonstrated to lift communities out of poverty. 

Denied access to education and employment, many young women and girls will be
forced into early marriage and therefore motherhood, which will further lock them
into a cycle of dependency and exclusion. 

In this context, Nano’s mission to educate the poor and the excluded, particularly
girls, is as relevant now as it was when she founded her Order on Christmas Eve
over three centuries ago. 

The United Nations General Assembly has designated 24 January as the
International Day of Education, because of the essential role that education plays
in peace and development. Equal access to education is also essential in achieving
gender equality and to break the cycle of poverty. The theme for 2023, the fifth
year, is ‘to invest in people, prioritise education’. This is what Presentation has
always done. 

The IPA strategic plan for 2020-2022 is ‘Education and action for justice’. It is our
mission to continue to support the rights of women and girls around the world to
full and equal access to education. We continue to walk in the footsteps of Nano, to
make this vision a reality. 

Wishing each of you every blessing for 2023. 



Ann Marie
______________ 
Ann Marie Quinn PBVM 
IPA Executive Director

A Reflection from the 
Spirituality & Charism Animator 

 

 
Dear Presentation People,  
 

Mahatma Gandhi and Non Violence

Our 2017 IPA Assembly called us to practice non violence of mind and heart…into
the chaos…Pondering on Mahatma Gandhi may enlighten us into the practice. 

Mahatma (A Great Spirit) Gandhi, who lived the principle of non-violence in all his
endeavors, died a violent death on Jan 30th 1947, after having been part of the
struggle for freedom from colonial governance. 

Fasts were his way to personally respond and call people to stopping violent acts.
His last fast started on Jan 13th, when violence broke out between faith traditions.
He said: ‘Death for me would be a glorious deliverance rather than that I should be
a helpless witness of the destruction of India…’and explained that his dream was
for the Hindus, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and Muslims of all India to live together in
amity. 

On 20th January a bomb was set off as a threat to him, but he said: ‘If I am to die
by the bullet of a madman, I must do so smiling. There must be no anger within
me. God must be in my heart and on my lips.’ 

On 30th January about 5 pm, the 78-year-old Gandhi, frail from fasting, was being
helped across to the gardens of Birla House by his great nieces to a prayer meeting
when Nathuram Godse emerged from the admiring crowd, bowed to him and shot
him three times at point-blank range in the stomach and chest. Gandhi raised his
hands in front of his face in the conventional Hindu gesture of greeting, almost as if
he was welcoming his murderer, and fell to the ground, wounded. He cried out,
‘Ram, Ram’ (‘God, God’) 

He lived what he believed till his last breath, Non- Violence and Satyagraha, an
abode of Truth (Satya meaning Truth and Graha meaning Abode.   

His words best offers us insights into his wisdom: 



"You can chain me, you can
torture me, you can even destroy
this body, but you will never
imprison my mind." 
  
"The human voice can never reach
the distance that is covered by the
still small voice of conscience.” 
  
"All compromise is based on give
and take, but there can be no give and take on fundamentals. Any compromise on
mere fundamentals is surrender, for it is all give and no take." 
  
 "Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission of one's
weakness. It is better in prayer to have a heart without words than words without
a heart." 
  
"A coward is incapable of exhibiting love; it is the prerogative of the brave." 
  
 "My religion is based on truth and non-violence. Truth is my God. Non-violence is
the means of realizing Him." 
  
 “ Non-violence is a weapon of the strong. Non-violence and truth are inseparable
and presuppose one another. We may never be strong enough to be entirely
nonviolent in thought, word and deed. But we must keep nonviolence as our goal
and make strong progress towards it.” 

 -- 
Lancia Rodrigues, PBVM 
IPA Spirituality and Charism Animator 
ipasandcanimator@gmail.com 

A Word from the 
Programme Action Leader 

 

Dear Presentation People: 
 
I send warm greetings to you all as we enter the first few days of 2023! With last
year having drawn to a close, many of us have been enjoying the Advent and
Christmas seasons with friends and loved ones; we sought much needed rest and
reflection, beginning to set our eager intentions for the new year. 

We enter the new year energized. Presentation People everywhere are hard at work
actively fulfilling the global commitments of the International Presentation

https://www.inc.com/kevin-daum/how-far-can-you-stretch-the-truth-and-get-away-with-it.html


Association, approaching the Sustainable Development Goals through a human
rights framework.  

Our website, www.globalpres.org, is a refreshing resource where you can find up-
to-date information regarding IPA's global commitments and the action taking
place to bring those commitments to fruition. You can also follow the action
through our Facebook and Twitter pages.  

This year will hold many exciting opportunities for the International Presentation
Association, from virtual events to our in-person 8th Assembly, which will serve to
further inspire us and compel us to act for the good of the world, inspired by the
example of Ven. Nano Nagle.  

“If I could be of service in saving souls in any part of the globe, I would gladly do
all in my power.”   ~Nano Nagle 

May our actions continue to foster peace,

Christopher D. Zefting 
Programme Action Leader 
 
Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN.

An Update from the 
UN Representative

 

New York, January 2023 
 

Dear friends,         
  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE IPA SECOND PUBLICATION
LAUNCH!! 
  
On January 17, 2023 @ 9:00am EST the International Presentation
Association will officially launch the second publication titled “Policies for
Gender Justice: Practices in Addressing Domestic Violence and
Gender Stereotypes”.  
  
The current, second, IPA publication places a focus on policy responses addressing
domestic violence and gender stereotypes by the governments and NGOs in India,
United States and Zimbabwe. Our research explores synergies and collaboration
between governments and civil society organizations before and during COVID-19
aiming to address the issues at stake. It is most essential to identify existing or

http://www.globalpres.org/
https://www.facebook.com/internationalpresentationassociation
https://twitter.com/IPA_UN


potential partnerships between governments and
NGOs. Achieving coherence from the two sides
constitutes the only viable path to increase the
effectiveness of their policies towards addressing
gender stereotypes and domestic violence and
ensuring that the individuals in need are not left
behind. The zoom registration link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYk
duutpzkpGtJxJRDG5YzW_ijNmqfd1zRX. 
  
Read more here 
  
****** 

The world
celebrates
the
Internation
al Day of
Education
each year
on 24
January, a
day

proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly to honour education and its
centrality to human well-being and sustainable development. This year’s 2023
theme is “To invest in people, prioritize education”. 
  
When the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted, in 2015, the
international community recognized that education is essential for the success of
all 17 of its goals. Sustainable Development Goal 4, in particular, aims to “ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all” by 2030. Education must be prioritized to accelerate progress
towards all the Sustainable Development Goals against the backdrop of a global
recession, growing inequalities and the climate crisis. 

Read more here 
  
Respectfully, 
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki 
IPA NGO Representative at the UN 
December 16, 2022

Voices from the Grassroots 
 

 "IPA support the Irish Submission to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC)"

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkduutpzkpGtJxJRDG5YzW_ijNmqfd1zRX
https://mcusercontent.com/e19b0b2a99ff1a3d57b374aa9/files/c9415904-580c-acf2-79ed-83cd78f471fd/IPA_NGO_Representative_January_2023_JC_Update.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/e19b0b2a99ff1a3d57b374aa9/files/c9415904-580c-acf2-79ed-83cd78f471fd/IPA_NGO_Representative_January_2023_JC_Update.pdf


On 15 August 2022, the Interprovincial Presentation Justice Desk (Ireland &
England), in collaboration with others, made a joint submission to the Committee
on the Rights of the Child. This submission will contribute to the review of Ireland
by the Committee which examines how well the Convention on the Rights of the
Child is being implemented in Ireland and the steps taken by Government to
ensure that every child’s rights are protected. The submission outlined concerns
and recommendations across five specific areas of concern:

Human trafficking
Domestic violence
Children living in the Direct Provision system
Right to education
Racism in schools

This review will occur on January 24th & 25th next at the 93rd Session of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child in Geneva. 

The International Presentation Association, through Brian O’Toole, Justice
Contact, England and Ireland, worked with a coalition of faith-based organisations
on the Irish Submission to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This joint
submission is a collaborative effort with the Christian Brothers European Province
Advocacy Office, the International Presentation Association, the Society of African
Missions – Irish Province, the Cork Migrant Centre, a Presentation work, and
Presentation Brothers Ireland. This work was supported with input from local
grassroots groups and both national and international civil society organisations. 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the body of 18 Independent
experts that monitors implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
All countries who have signed the Convention are obliged to submit regular reports
to the Committee on how the rights are being implemented. States must submit
periodic reports every five years. The Committee examines each report and
addresses its concerns and recommendations to the State in the form of
“concluding observations”. 
  
This submission also
received the support
and input from local
grassroots groups, as
well as from national
and international civil
society organisations
outlining specific case
studies.

You can read the full submission document here.

More Upcoming Dates 

http://www.edmundrice.eu/
https://globalpres.org/
http://www.sma.ie/
https://corkmigrantcentre.ie/
http://www.presentationbrothers.org/
https://globalpres.org/wp-content/uploads/filr/6697/Input%20to%20the%20State%20Report%20of%20Ireland%20-%20Joint%20Submission%20-%20OLA-PBVM-SMA-CFC-FPM-CMC-IPA%20-%2015%20August%202022.pdf


 

- (1 January, 2023) World Day of Peace 
 
"World Day of Peace began in 1967 when Pope Paul VI announced that the world
needs to be sensitized and oriented for peace and understanding. Inspired by the
papal letters “Pacem in Terris” and “Populorum Progressio”, the Pope
recommended that the church play a greater role in our search for world peace, and
so this day, January 1, was appointed as a holy day to celebrate efforts for world
peace."

- (24 January, 2023) International Day of Education 
 

"In December 2018, January 24 was
proclaimed by the United Nations General
Assembly as the International Day of
Education, to celebrate education and
reflect on the importance of learning for
development and peace. Imparting
education is not limited to institutions;
each of us has a duty to promote quality
education. What most of us likely take for
granted, allowing access to education can

lift many out of poverty and pave the path for a promising future. 

According to UNESCO’s statistical data, an estimated 258 million children are not
in school. The situation is worse for marginalized communities, those living in
regions with higher inequality, and underdeveloped countries. The bitter reality is
that there are countless societies around the world today where education is
dismissed as unnecessary."

- (24-25 January, 2023) Ireland Reports at the 93rd Session of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child

"The United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a major
international human rights treaty that sets out the specific rights of children. The
UNCRC was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1989 and Ireland
ratified it in 1992. The Convention is the most rapidly ratified human rights treaty
in history (196 countries have become State Parties to the Convention as of June
2021). [...] 

The State Report responds to a List of Issues provided by the UN Committee to
Ireland in November 2020. The UN Committee has scheduled the oral examination
hearing for January 2023."

https://nationaltoday.com/world-day-of-peace/
https://nationaltoday.com/international-day-of-education/#:~:text=International%20Day%20of%20Education%20is%20observed%20on%20January,reforms%20and%20improve%20access%20to%20education%20for%20all.
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a1481d-united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child/
http://www.twitter.com/IPA_UN
http://www.facebook.com/internationalpresesentationassociation
http://www.internationalpresentationassociation.org/
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